2020-2021 ETS Presidential Scholarship
for HBCUs’ Students
Recommended Scoring Rubric

Essay Quality - Written Essay: 		16	19%
Essay Quality - Video Essay: 	8	9%
Writing Quality - Written Essay: 	20	23%
Letters of Recommendation: 	16	19%
Leadership, Achievements, and Service: 	16	19%
GPA: 		10	12%
Total:	86	100%


	Essay Quality - Written Essay
Total 16 points

	Standards
	Exceeds Expectations: Response demonstrates an in-depth reflection on essay topic. Applicant’s personal viewpoints and interpretations are insightful and well supported. Clear, detailed examples are provided, as applicable. 
	Meets Expectations: Response demonstrates a general reflection on essay topic. Applicant’s personal viewpoints and interpretations are supported.  Appropriate examples are provided, as applicable.
 
	Partially Meets Expectations: Response demonstrates a minimal reflection on essay topic. Applicant’s personal viewpoints and interpretations are unsupported or supported with flawed arguments. Examples, when applicable, are not provided or are irrelevant to the topic.
	Fails to Meet Expectations: Response demonstrates a lack of reflection on essay topic. Applicant’s personal viewpoints and interpretations are missing, inappropriate, and/or unsupported. Examples, when applicable, are not provided.

	Points to Award
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Question 1) 
Of all your courses, educational experiences, and work experience, which one did you find most rewarding or personally satisfying and why? 

	Clearly stated point of view 
	
	
	
	

	Evidence of deep thought about the topic 
	
	
	
	

	[bookmark: _va3ubcf1mmzo]Question 2) 
How did your selection help your progression toward your career goal?

	Clearly stated point of view 
	
	
	
	

	Evidence of deep thought about the topic 
	
	
	
	

	Essay Quality - Video Essay 
Total 8 points

	Standards
	Exceeds Expectations: Response demonstrates an in-depth reflection on essay topic. Applicant’s personal viewpoints and interpretations are insightful and well supported. Clear, detailed examples are provided, as applicable. 
	Meets Expectations: Response demonstrates a general reflection on essay topic. Applicant’s personal viewpoints and interpretations are supported.  Appropriate examples are provided, as applicable.
 
	Partially Meets Expectations: Response demonstrates a minimal reflection on essay topic. Applicant’s personal viewpoints and interpretations are unsupported or supported with flawed arguments. Examples, when applicable, are not provided or are irrelevant to the topic.
	Fails to Meet Expectations: Response demonstrates a lack of reflection on essay topic. Applicant’s personal viewpoints and interpretations are missing, inappropriate, and/or unsupported. Examples, when applicable, are not provided.

	Points to Award
	4
	3
	2
	1

	[bookmark: _va3ubcf1mmzo]Question 3)
Based on your own experience as a high achieving student, what practical advice would you offer to students who seek academic success?  

	Clearly stated point of view 
	
	
	
	

	Evidence of deep thought about the topic 
	
	
	
	

	Writing Quality - Written Essay
Total 20 points

	Standards
	Exceeds Expectations: Writing is clear, concise, and well organized with excellent sentence/paragraph construction. Thoughts are expressed in a coherent and logical manner. There are no more than three spelling, grammar, or syntax errors.
	Meets Expectations: Writing is mostly clear, concise, and well organized with good sentence/paragraph construction. Thoughts are expressed in a coherent and logical manner. There are no more than five spelling, grammar, or syntax errors.
	Partially Meets Expectations: Writing is unclear and/or disorganized. Thoughts are not expressed in a logical manner. There are more than five spelling, grammar, or syntax errors..

	Fails to Meet Expectations: Writing is unclear and disorganized. Thoughts ramble and make little sense. There are numerous spelling, grammar, or syntax errors throughout the response.


	Points to Award
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Rules of grammar, usage, punctuation are followed
	
	
	
	

	Spelling is correct
	
	
	
	

	The tone is appropriate to the audience content and essay
	
	
	
	

	Structure is clear, logical and easy to follow
	
	
	
	

	Transitions between sentences/paragraphs/sections help maintain the flow of thought
	
	
	
	

	Letters of Recommendation
Total 16 points

	Standards
	Exceeds Expectations:
Positive qualities with specific example(s) described
	Meets Expectations:
Positive, but only some or vague qualities mentioned
	Partially Meets Expectations: 
Limited positive qualities mentioned
	Fails to Meet Expectations:
No positive qualities mentioned, or negative qualities mentioned

	Points to Award
	4
	3
	2
	1

	College Professor Letter of Recommendation

	Discusses combination of academic ability, leadership, character, reputation, and professional aptitude 
	
	
	
	

	Discuss how the student can impact his/her field
	
	
	
	

	College President Letter of Recommendation

	Points to Award
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Discusses combination of academic ability, leadership, character, reputation, and professional aptitude 
	
	
	
	

	Discuss how the student can impact his/her field
	
	
	
	



	Leadership, Achievements, and Service
Total 16 points

	Standards
	Significant Experience:
Multiple or long-term experiences described
	Some Experience:
One or short-term experiences described
	No Experience:
No experiences described


	Points to Award
	4
	2
	0

	Evidence of having taken on leadership positions at school, work, or greater community
	
	
	

	Evidence of academic awards, honors, or achievements
	
	
	

	Evidence of service to school, church, or greater community
	
	
	

	Evidence of employment
	
	
	



	GPA
Total 10 points

	Standards
	3.9 - 4.0+
	3.8 - 3.89
	3.7 - 3.79
	3.6 - 3.69
	3.5 - 3.59

	Points to Award
	10
	8
	6
	4
	2



